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BAR BRIEFS

judgment against her, claim for which was presented to administrator
of her estate. M's estate consisted of the unpaid balance above referred to, and the mother's estate consisted of the money received from
M's estate. Plaintiff's claim was disallowed by reason of the following provisions: (i) Sec. 454 U. S. C. A. Title 38-"such war risk insurance shall not be subject to the claims of creditors of any person
to whom an award is made;" and (2) Sec. 8719 N. D. Code--"the
avails of a life insurance policy . . shall not be subject to the debts
of the decedent except by special contract." HELD: The claim against
the mother's estate should have been allowed in any event; allowance
of a claim and payment thereof are separate matters. After the avails
of a life insurance policy are distributed to the heirs they lose the
character which gives them exemption, hence, the quoted sections do
not apply.
Woods vs. Hughes Oil Co.: Plaintiff, widow of workman killed
in May, 1923, in collision of train with truck while such workman was in
employ of defendant, gave notice to Workmen's Compensation Bureau
about one month after injury causing death, requesting blanks for case
where employer was not insured. The Bureau sent out blanks, considered the claim as one against the Fund, and dismissed it for noninsurance. No appeal was taken. Later claimant accepted $i,OOO
from the railway company. In 1927 claimant requested a re-opening
of the case by the Bureau, alleging that she had previously assumed
that the dismissal had settled all her rights against the employer. Defendant contended that this application in 1927 was the original application for an award against the employer; that it was not made
within one year after injury or death; that it was not made within
two years as provided in Section 7377 C. L. 1913; and that acceptance of settlement from railway company estopped her from asserting
her claim against employer. The Bureau re-opened the claim, took
testimony, and entered an award for $4,766.91. On suit in district
court upon the award the claim was dismissed. HELD: Claimant was
entitled to hearing and award as granted in 1927; that the limitations
for filing claim applied only to those cases where employers were
insured; that Section 7377 could apply only to the railway company,
and that, as against an employer who fails to pay into the Workmen's
Compensation Fund, time of commencement of suit or of filing claim
is controlled by Section 7375 C. L. 1913; that settlement with the railWay company did not affect the defendant's rights for the reason
that the right of subrogation provided in Section 2o of the Compensation Act does not extend to an employer guilty of a breach of legal
duty in failing to pay premiums to the Fund.
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
The following definite recommendations were adopted for the
guidance of the officdrs and committees of the Association:
An amendment of the law, providing for actual practice in a law
office prior to admission, but no definite plan was suggested.
Establishment of a research bureau to analyze the legislation of
other states. Dean Cooley, of the Law School, very generously
tendered the services of the Law School staff to that end.
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Better cooperation between the individual members of the Bar
and the Committee on Public Information and Cooperation with the
Press to the end: That the public receive more accurate information;
That respect for the Constitution and laws be promoted.
That the State provide for a Code Commission to revise or codify
the laws of the State, and that a special committee of the Association
be delegated the task of making a preliminary survey and estimate of
probable cost.
That a more intensive program for the organization of local
Bar units be attempted.
That the right to make final determination on questions of fact
be taken from boards and bureaus created by statute and that the
right of review by the courts be restored.
That findings of fact and conclusions of law be submitted to
the opposing party for objection or amendment at least three days
before signing by the Court.
That another judge be called and issues framed and submitted
to a jury in cases of constructive contempt.
That the terms of judges be extended, but no definite term fixed
in the recommendation.
That the salaries of the members of the Supreme Court be increased to $8,ooo, salaries of District Court Judges to $6,6oo, and salary
of Attorney General to $5,000.

That the work of the Internal Affairs Committee be delegated
to the Secretary, and only matters which can not be so handled be
submitted to the Committee.
That the Committee on Automobile Insurance and Regulation be
continued for another year, the 193o annual meeting to make definite
proposals for legislative guidance.

LOCAL BAR ASSOCIATIONS
Inquiries through Bar Briefs have failed to bring us a list of
the officers of various local associations in this State, but the following information has come through the American Bar Association:
Burke County: President . ............................... ; Secretary H. A.
Hanson, Bowbells;
Burleigh County: President, J. A. Hyland, Bismarck; Secretary,
Thos. J. Burke, Bismarck;
Cass County: President, M. A. Hildreth, Fargo; Secretary, J. F.
X. Conmy, Fargo;
Cavalier County: President, Geo. M. Price, Langdon; Secretary,
Thos. J. Clifford, Langdon;
Grand Forks County: President, Tracy R. Bangs, Grand Forks;
Secretary, T. A. Toner, Grand Forks;
Lake Region District: President, Fred T. Cuthbert, Devils Lake;
Secretary, M. V. Traynor, Devils Lake;

